TROUBLESOME TIMES IMPENDING.              6/

would forbid the separation of families in the sale of slaves;
and he would abolish the laws which forbade slaves to
3earn to read and write. He talked in this strain at some
length and with his characteristic earnestness and vigor,
and supported his views by citing illustrations from his
own experience and observation. His remarks deeply im-
pressed the whole country, and when he stopped speaking
the Attorney-General of the State, who was present, struck
the table a tremendous blow with his fist and exclaimed:
"By-----,heis right!" After that there were no com-
plaints of Sherman's political unfitness for his place.

There was a vacation from August ist to November 1st,
and Sherman went North, to New York, to purchase ad-
ditional supplies for the school, and then to Lancaster to
visit his family, who l\ad remained there pending the con-
struction of a suitable house at Alexandria. He also went
to Washington and influenced Ihe War Department to
grant to the school a supply of rriuskets and other accoutre-
ments for the military drill. Returning to' Alexandria in
October he went to work with great energy to get the new
buildings ready for the open ing of the school on November
ist. On the latter date about on.e hundred and thirty
cadets were present, and the work of the school was re-
sumed.

Sherman's house was now ready, and he moved into it.
He did not, however, send for his family because serious
storms were visible in-the political skies, The presidential
campaign then closing had been unprecedcntedly bitter,
and it was evident that the election of the Republican
candidate would immediately be followed by the most ex-
treme measures on the part of the South. Sherman took
no part in the political discussion, although his associates
tried to force him into it. On election day he was openlyegroes; heosed,
